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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NOUAKC 01157 190816Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ONY-OO SSO-OO /011W 

190818Z 080637/12 

O 181715Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7510 

CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 1157 

ST ADIS/////////////// 

NO DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE AF; FOR AF ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
SCHAUFELE FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, PFOR, MR, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE VISIT OF MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT TO WASHINGTON 

REF: (A) ABIDJAN 4815, (B) NOUAKCHOTT 1100, (C) NOUAKCHOTT 877, 

(D) NOUAKCHOTT 729 

1 . A WEEK HAS ELAPSED SINCE OUR ABIDJAN DISCUSSION ABOUT PRESI 
DENT OULD DADDAH'S PROPOSED VISIT TO WASHINGTON. DESPITE OUR 
REQUEST FOR PROMPT TELEGRAPHIC INSTRUCTIONS, COB MAY 14 HAS COME 
AND GONE- AND STILL NO RESPONSE FROM WASHINGTON. IN TEN DAYS, 
PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH WILL BE DEPARTING FOR OTTAWA. 8,000 

MILES FROM WASHINGTON, MATTER NO LONGER APPEARS TO BE QUESTION 
OF COMPETING SCHEDULE DEMANDS OR OF FOREIGN POLICY OR OF BUILDING 
A REALTION SHIP WITH AFRICAN CHIEF EXECUTIVE, BUT ONE OF COMMON 
COURTESY TO ANOTHER FRIENDLY HUMAN BEING. 

2. IF PERSISTENT DELAY IN INSTRUCTIONS STEMS FROM A CONTINUING HOPE 
THAT 

PRESIDENT CARTER WILL ULTIMATELY BE ABLE TO RECEIVE PRESIDENT 
OULD DADDAH, I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT I BE AUTHORIZED TO SO 
INFORM THE MAURITANIAN CHIEF OF STATE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NOUAKC 01157 190816Z 

3. IF NEGATIVE DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED OR IF THERE IS 
VIRTUALLY NO CHANCE OF A WHITE HOUSE MEETING, I SHOULD 
APPRECIATE A NEGATIVE INSTRUCTION SOONEST. AT THIS LATE 
DATE, EACH DAY THAT PASSES WITHOUT SOME RESPONSE FROM US 
MAKES USG AND US AMBASSADOR IN MAURITANIA APPEAR MORE 
INEPT. AND UNLESS ULTIMATE RESPONSE IS AFFIRMATIVE, 

EACH PASSING DAY COSTS US JUST THAT MUCH MORE IN PERSONNAL 
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AND OFFICIAL GOODWILL. 

4. FORTUNATELY FOREIGN MINISTER WAS OFF IN TRIPOLI WHEN 
I RETURNED TO NOUAKCHOTT. BUT "MOMENT OF TRUTH" COMES WITH 
HIS RETURN NOW TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY. MAY 20. 

HANDYSIDE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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